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INTRODUCTION. 


rHE,  following  Sheets,  the  Subftance 
oj-  which  were  wrote  at  a  'Time  when 
the  Voice  of  all  Britain  cryd  out  for 
a  War  with  Spain,  contain  fuch  a  Demo?2- 
jiration  of  the  Incapacity  which  the  Uni- 
ted Power  oj  both  France  and  Spain  is  un^ 
der  to  dijirefs  this  Nation,  if  our  national 
Strength  is  properly  exerted,  that  it  is  hop'd 
the  Publication  of  them  at  prefent  will  be  no 
unufeful  Entertainment  to  the  Nation. 

As  the  Condu5l  of  the  Court  of  France  has 
made  a  Rupture  with  that  Power  appareiitly 
unavoidable,  the  Strength  of  his  moft  Chrifti- 
an  Majefty  is  now  become  pretty  much  the 
Subject  of  political  Speculation.  The  Author 
of  the  following  Sheets  having  made  it  his 
Bujinefs  to  examine  the  whole  of  that  Affair 
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to  the  Bottom^  and  from  the  left  Authorities^ 
will  have  the  Pleajure  of  difabufng  Jucb-of 
his  Countrymen^  who^  from  a  groundlefs  Af- 
prehenfion  of  their  Strength  and  our  Weaji- 
tiefsy  imagine^  that  we  ought  to  put  up  with 
the  mofi  notorious  Infults  and  Violatians  of 
treaties y  rather  than  refent  tb^m  in  fuch  a 
Manner y  as  may  give  us  an  Opportunity  of 
retrieving  fo7ne  of  the  mojl  valuable  Branches 
of  Commerce  which  the  French  have  invaded ^ 
and  which  their  late  ruinous  Neutrality  gave 
them  an  Opportunity  of  engrojjing.  Were  it 
plain y  indeed y  that  the  French  were  fo  much 
our  Superiors  in  Strength ^  as  that  the  Match 
was  unequal^  perhaps  a  little  political  For- 
bearance might  be  proper  ;  but  a  brave  Peo- 
ple will  endeavour y  if  their  Liberty ^  and, 
what  is  the  Support  of  Liberty,  their  Com- 
merce, is  to  be  ruined,  rather  to  have  one 
Struggle  ifi  the  Fall,  than  by  an  inglorious 
and  tame  Submijjion  to  give  their  Enemy  Time^ 
not  only  to  rivet  their  Chains,  but  Reajon  ts 
infult  over  their  Mifery. 

When  the  Injuries  of  the  Nation  made  it 
impqfible  to  avoid,  even  at  the  Expence  offa- 
crificing  a  great  Fart  of  the  National  Ho- 
nour and  Inter eji^  unlefs  we  gave  up  the  Whole, 
our  entering  into  a  War  with  Spain,  it  was 
eafy  to  be  forefeen  that  one  of  two  Things  mufl 

hap- 
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happen  :  Either  the  French  ivoiid  interpofe 
in  obligittg  Spain  to  a  Compliance  wi'.h  our 
jujl  Demands^    that  the  great  Interefi  which 
they  have  in  the  Annual  Returns  of  Trea" 
fare  from  New  Spain  might  not  be  endanger -^ 
ed  by  the  Rupture  ;  or  that,  as  Jbon  as  we 
took  the  proper  Meafures  ofRedreJs^  which  ws 
tould  only  do  by  di fir  effing  the  Spaniards  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  making  proper  Settlements 
there ^   they  would  for  the  like  Reafon  join 
with  Spain  in  hindering  us.     Therefore  the 
moji  Jhallow  Apprehenfion  J7tigljt  eafily  ha'ue 
conceiv'dy  that  it  was  impojjible^  if  the  I'Var 
continued  betwixt  us  and  Spain,  that  France 
mufi  not  become  a  Party.    But,  contrary  to  the 
ExpeSfatioji  of  every  Party  concern  d^   and^ 
I  believe^  to  the  Amazement  of  all  Europe, 
the  War  was  on  our  Part  carried  on  in  fuch 
a  Manner^  as  put  France  to  no  JJneafinefs  with 
regard  to  the  Property  of  the  Spaniards   in 
America,   nor  gave  them  any  fealoufy  of  our 
Attempts  :   But  as  foon  as  it  appear  d  that 
we  defignd  to  a5l  in  earneji^  Jlje  then  took  the 
proper  Precautions  to  prevent  our  Progrefs-, 
andy  contrary  to  the  exprefs  Words  of  Trea- 
ties, repaired,  or  rather  fortiffd^  Dunkirk 
anew.     This  is  fuch  a  Difcovery  of  her  In- 
tention  to  come   to  a  Rupture^  that  it  did 
not  require  her  fending   her   Squadrons   to 
America,  or  the  Publication  of  her  infolenf 
Manifejlo  to  make  it  more  plain.     But  the 

fol- 
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Jollowing  Pages  will  ftifficiently  difcover  her 
Incapacity  to  affeB  us  here^  if  we  aB  only  as 
a  Maritime  tower,  and  the  little  Necejftfy 
we  are  under  to  ha'ue  Allies  to  do  our/elves 
yujiice. 

As  a  proper  Supplement^  we  have  added  to 
thisy  an  Account  from  ^  good  Hand  of  the 
Spanifh  Weft  Indies,  which  will  apparently 
be  the  Scene  of  the  mo  ft  critical ^  and  we  hope 
the  mo/i  advantagious  War  this  Nation  ever 
was  engaged  in.  It  being  to  be  hoped^  that 
it  will  be  foon  in  our  Power  there  to  fir  ike 
at  the  Root  of  all  that  fupports  the  Haughti- 
nefs  of  Spain,  or  the  Injuflice  of  France. 


The 
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Ude  Prefent  State  of  the  Re- 
venues and  Forces  of  France 
and  Spain,  compard  with 
/y6^/^^  Great  Britain. 


^he  Land-Forces  of  France. 

TH  E  French  have  now  In  Pay 
about  100,000  Foot,  and 
20,000  Horfe,  regular  Troops, 
beiides  60,000  Militia,  which  in  Time 
of  Wr.r  they  incorporate  into  their  re- 
gular Forces. 

The  Infantry  are  reformed  fince  the 
laft  War,  from  70  to  35  Men  a  Compa- 
ny. Every  Battalion  at  the  End  of  the 
War  was  of  1 3  Companies,  hut  are  now 
reduced  to  10  i  fo  that  in  the  Time  of 
the  War  a  Battalion  confifted  of  91Q 
Men,  whereas  How  a  Battalion  makes 
only  350  Men. 

Their    Horfe     and   Dragoons  are,   in 

Time  of  War,  3  Troops  to  a  Squadron, 

B  and 
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and  3  Squadrons  to  a  Regiment,  each 
Troop  of  70  Men,  which  makes  630 
Men  to  a  Regiment  •,  but  the  Regiments 
are  now  reduced  to  2  Squadrons  of  3 
Troops  each,  35  Men  only  to  a  Troop, 
whereof  15  have  Horfes,  and  10  are 
on  Foot  J  fo  that  each  Regiment  confifts 
now  only  of  150  Men,  viz.  90  with 
Horfes,  and  60  without. 

In  cafe  of  a  War,  the  Government 
gives  Commiflion  to  Gentlemen  that  are 
willing,  to  raife  the  Companies  and 
Troops  they  want  for  compleating  their 
Regiments,  at  their  own  Expence,  who  at 
the  End  of  the  War  are  broke,  and  ge- 
nerally ruined.  The  other  Companies  and 
Troops  are  brought  up  to  their  full 
Compliment,  out  of  the  Militia,  by  10 
or  20  at  a  Time,  as  the  Militia  can  re- 
cruit themfelves  from  their  Parifhes. 

The  Militia  have  only  Cloaths  in 
Time  of  Peace,  but  no  Pay  ;  in  Time 
of  War  they  are  paid  the  fame  with  the 
regular  Troops . 

The  Pay  of  the  French  Land-Forces. 

Every  Foot  Soldier  in  France  Is  paid 
according  to  the  Advance-Money  he 
receives  at  his  Entrance,  and  according 
to  the  Number  of  Years  he  engages  to 
fervc  •,  viz.  He  that  takes  10  French 
PIftoles,  or  100  French  Livres,to  ferve 

three 
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three  Years,  has  only  2  Sols  111  Money, 
and  2  Sols  in  Bread  a  Day,  for  the  3 
Years  ;  he  that  takes  50  Livres  to  ferve 
3  Years,  has  3  Sols  in  Money,  and  2 
in  Bread ;  he  that  takes  only  24  Livres 
to  ferve  3  Years,  has  4  Sols  in  Money, 
and  2  in  Bread. 

In  Time  of  War  they  are  all  obliged 
to  ferve  to  the  End  of  the  War ;  only 
the  firft  Clafs  have  one  Sol  per  Day 
added  to  their  Pay  ;  and  the  fame  Ad- 
dition is  added  to  every  Foot  Soldier 
when  he  is  draughted  to  be  a  Grena- 
dier. 

Therefore,  to  compute  the  Pay  of 
the  Foot,  they  take  it  in  Grofs,  and 
reckon  that  every  Foot  Soldier  cofts  the 
King  6  Sols  a  Day,  the  Non-Commiffi- 
on  Officers  included.  As  each  Company 
has  a  Captain,  Lieutenant  and  Enfign, 
and  likewife  a  Captain,  Lieutenant  and 
Enfign  reform'd,  together  with  their 
Field-Officers,  which  are  double  alfo, 
they  compute  the  Pay  of  the  Officers  of 
each  Regiment  to  amount  to  as  much 
as  that  of  the  private  Men. 

TV.  B.  The  Reformed  Officers  of  each 
Regiment,  fexcepting  the  Field- 
Officers)  always  march  in  Ranks 
with  Arms  as  the  private  Men 
do,  and  fight  as  they  do  in  the 
Field,  but  not  at  Sieges  -,  fo  that 
B  2  100,000 
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100,000  Men,each  at  6  Sols/>frDay, 
comes  to  30,000  Livres/'fr  Day,  and 
30,000  ditto  for  their  Officers,  makes 
60,000  Livres  per  Day,  which  a  - 
mounts  to  21,900,000  Livres  per 
Ann.  which  is  the  annual  Expence 
of  the  Foot  in  Time  of  Peace. 

TJjellorfe.  -^s  the  Agreements  made  with  the 
Horfe  and  Dragoons  at  their  Entry  are 
in  the  fame  Manner  as  with  the  Foot, 
the  French  themfelves  likewife  compute 
their  Pay  in  Grofs,  viz.  Each  Man  and 
his  Horfe  at  15  Sols  per  Day,  includ- 
ing the  Non-Commiflion  Officers  ;  and 
the  Horfe  being  alfo  double  Officer*d, 
as  well  as  the  Foot,  the  Pay  of  the  Of- 
ficers is  likewife  reckoned  to  amount  to 
as  much  as  that  of  the  Private  Men. 

So  that 

20,000  Horfe  and  Dragoons,  at  15 
Sols  per  Day  each,  comes  to  15,000 
Livres  per  Day,  and  15,000  more  to 
pay  their  Officers,  makes  30,000 
Livres  per  Day,  which  amounts  to 
10,950,000  Livres,  per  Annum ^  which 
is  the  annual  Expence  of  their  Horfe 
and  Dra2;oons  in  Time  of  Peace. 


The 
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Livres  per  Ann. 

The  Pay  of  100,000  Foot  is     2 1,900,000 

The  Pay  of  20,000  Horfej 

J  T»  t    io,9';o,ooo 

and  Dragoons     5        '>'-'' 

The  yearly  Pay  of  both  is  —  32,850,000 

French  Livres. 

In  France  they  reckon,  that  Cloathing     The 
this  Army,  the  Officers  being  cloathed  by  C  harge  of 
the  King  as  well  as  the  private  Men,   the  Cloathing, 
Charges  of  the  Barracks  for  the  Soldiers,  n'^^^^  ^' 
the  keeping  m  Repair  their  numerous  Gar-  and  Artil- 
rlfons,  their  Artillery,  ^c.  amount  to  no  lery,  i^c. 
lefs  than  30,000,000  French  Livres  ;per 
Ann. 

It  is  to  be  obferv'd,  that  during  their 
laft  War,  v/he«i  their  Corps  were  at  their 
full  Compliment,  the  French  Army  con- 
fifted  of  2  20,000  regular  Foot, 

60,000  Horfe  and  Dragoons, 
And  80,000  Militia. 


In  all  —  360,000  Men. 

So  that  the  Pay  of  this  additional  Num- 
ber of  120,000  Foot,  without  Officers, 
comes  to  13,140,000  Livres  -per  Ann,  of 
the  additional  40,000  Horfe  and  Dra- 
goons, to  10,950,000  Livres  per  Ann. 
and  of  the  80,000  Militia,  receiving 
now  Pay,  both  Officers  and  Soldiers,  at 
12  Sols  jf^r  Day,  each  Officer  included,  to 
1 7,520,000  Livres  per  Ann. 

"The 
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^e  Additional  Expence  in  Time  of 
War, 

Livres  per  Ann. 

For  120,000  Foot      13,140,000 

40,000   Horfe  and    7 

Dragoons    —    \    10,950,000 

2 0,000  Militia 17,520,000 

Total  of  Livres  -per  Ann.  —  41 ,61 0,000 

N.  B.  The  reduced  Officers  have  only 
400  Livres  a  Year  to  a  Captain,  and 
fo  in  Proportion  to  the  reft. 

T/je  Maritime  Force  of  France. 
Ships  of  the  Line  for  Service 


Frigates  which  may  be  fitted  for  \ 
Service  in  8  or  i  o  Months —  3 

In  all  —  43 
Old  Ships  which  may  be  fitted  for  ^ 

Service,  with  Time  and  Ex-  r      12 
pence,  in  cafe  of  need    —      ^ 

At  Toulon,  Breji,  La  Rocbelle,  Sl  Ma- 
1!!ni!  ^^->  ^"^  Havre  de  Grace,  they  are  at  pre- 
fent  fo  poorly  furnifh*d  with  Stores,  that  in 
cafe  of  a  Sea- war  with  England,  they  would 
have  great  Difficulty  to  fit  out  the  above- 
mention'd  Ships,  as  they  have  neither 
Mafts,  Yards,  Pitch,  Tar,  Cordage,  Spoke, 

nor 
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nor  Trunnel,  but  what  they  have  from 
the  Englijh  Plantations  In  America,  or  at 
a  much  dearer  Rate  from  the  Baltick, 
from  whence  they  have  all  their  Iron. 

All  the  Sailors  for  the  King's  Service  Their  Sea-; 
are  clafled,    which  at  prefent  do  not  a-^^"- 
mount  to  above  1 1 ,000. 

In  France  there  are  not  above  600  Sail 
of  Merchants  Ships,  of  all  fizes,  at  the 
moft ;  and  reckoning  twenty  five  Men  to 
each  Ship,  one  with  another,  the  whole 
Seamen  of  France  are  not  above  28,000 
or  30,000  Men,  the  above  11,000  clafTed 
Seamen  included  ;  who  have  Leave  to 
ferve  on  Board  the  Merchant  Ships  till 
they  are  wanted  for  the  King's  Service, 
having  Pay  from  the  King  only  when 
they  are  In  adlual  Service  on  board  the 
Men  of  War,  and  then  but  14  Livres^(?r 
Month. 

At  Marfeilles  there  are  16  Gallies  with 
500  Slaves,  30  Sailors,  and  50  Foot  Sol- 
diers armed  to  each  Galley,  which  makes 
to  the  whole      8000  Slaves, 

800  Soldiers, 

480  Sailors, 


In  all 9280  Men. 


^ 
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^he  Revenue  of  France. 

Their  Revenue  confifts  chiefly  of  the 
Taxes  call'd  La  'Taille^  La  Capitatioriy 
and  the  Duties  upon  Salt  and  Tobacco. 

LaTaille.  La  Tatlk  is  a  Tax  upon  Land  and 
Houfes,  every  Province  being  taxed  at  a 
certain  Sum,  which  the  Intendants  levy 
upon  their  refpecSlive  Provinces ;  viz.  fo 
much  on  the  Produce  of  the  Lands  of  e- 
very  Divifion,  and  the  reft  upon  the 
wall'd  Towns,  whofe  Proportions  are  le- 
vy'd  by  their  own  Magiftrates  by  a  Du- 
ty upon  the  Houfes,  and  upon  all  man- 
ner of  Provifions  that  enter  their  Town. 
This  Taille  amounts  to  24  Millions  ir<r«f^ 
per  Ann. 

La  Capi-       La  Capitation^  which  is  in  tHe  Nature 

tation.       of  our  Poll-Tax,  is  raifed  at  the  Difcretion 

of  the  feveral  Intendants  of  the  Provinces 

upon  each  Family,  and  amount  to  about 

1 8  Millions  French  Livres  per  Ann: 

Le  Sel  i^       The  Farmers  generally  furnifh  Salt  and 
U  Tabac.    Tobacco   to   the   v/hole    Kingdom,    for 
v/hich  they  pay  to  the  King  about  30  Mil- 
lions French  per  Ann. 

Le  Duche       The  Duchy  of  Lorrain  is  now  Farm*d 
de  Lor-     out  at  20  Millions  French  per  Ann. 


S<j 
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So  that  the  whole  yearly  Revenue  of 
France  is  as  follows  : 

La  Taille     '• — 24  Mill.  French. 

La  Capitation   1 8 

Le  Sel  i^  Tahac     —  go 
Le  Duche  de  Lorraine  20 


In  all ()i  MiH.  French, 

Which  is  4,181,818/.  Sterling  per  Ann, 

In  Time  of  War  they  ralfe  one  Tenth  U  Dixi- 
upon  all  Places  o^  Profit,  which  is  called  '^^'  "« ^^ 
La  Dime,  and  which  amounts  to  1 6  Mil- 
lions French  yearly  ♦,  as  alfo  a  Free  Gift  J}}^  ^i"^^ 
of  the  Clergy,  in  their  greateft  Neceffity,  ^^'J™* 
which  amounts  to  20    Millions    French 
yearly  more  :    Thefe  two  extraordinary 
Sums  together   make  about  36  Millions 
French  yQcLvly,  which  is  1,636,363  /.  Sterl- 
ing/>(fr^»»* 

But  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  in  cafe 
of  a  War  with  England^  the  Subjeds  gf 
France  cannot  pay  above  one  half  of  this 
Sum  yearly,  by  reafon  that  the  Sale  of 
their  Wines,  Brandies,  Cambricks,  and 
other  Merchandize  of  the  Growth  of 
France,  will  be  entirely  at  a  flop  ;  and 
likewife  their  Weft  India  and  Levant  Trade, 
and  their  Newfoundland  Fifhcry,  will  all 
be  very  much  obftrufled,  if  not  quite  at 
a  flop  too  •,  neither  can  the  Publick  bor- 
row one  Shilling  of  the  Subject,  as  there  is 
C  nei- 
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fteither  Company  nor  private  Perfon  in  all 
France  in  a  Condition  to  lend. 

It  is  likewife  to  be  obferv'd,  that  at  pre- 
fent  the  Charge  of  King  Stani/laus*s  Court 
in  Lorrain^  amounts  to  near  the  whole 
Revenue  of  that  Dukedom  j  and  alfo,  that 
the  greateft  part  of  the  Nobility  and  Ge- 
neral Officers  oi  France^  receiving  large  an- 
nual Penfions  and  Gratifications  over  and 
above  their  Pay,and  other  Emmoluments, 
a  very  large  Sum  is  employed  yearly  out 
of  the  Revenue  upon  this  Head. 

N.  B.  The  Officers  In  France  employ'd 
by  the  Intendants,  (^c.  for  the  Col- 
ledion  of  the  above  Taxes,  are  above 
four  times  the  Number  of  thofe  in 
England  for  the  fame  Purpofes,  and 
are  all  paid  out  of  the  Revenue. 

So  that  the  whole  Revenue  of  France^ 
in  cafe  of  a  War  with  England,  cannot 
amount  to  more  than  5,8 1 8, 1 8 1 /.  Sterl. 
of  which,  after  the  firft  Year,  the  Subje<5l8 
will  not  be  able  to  pay  above  one  Half. 


Whereas 
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Whereas  the    Expence  of  France    in 
time  of  War,  is  as  followsi  viz- 

Livres  per  jinn. 

For  100,000  Foot     21,900,000 

20,000   Horfe   and  1 
r\  ^■  10,050,000 

Dragoons  J        ^yj  ■> 

120,000 additional  Foot    13,140,000 

40,000  additional     ^ 

Horfe  and  Dra- J   10,950,00,0 

goons  •  ^ 


Cloaths,  Barracks,  Gar- 
rifons    and 
tillery,  &c 


rifons    and    Ar-C  30,000,000 


86,940,000 
For  the  Sea  Service     31,800,000 


Total  annual  Expence  ^'^  7    ,  o  ^        -.^^ 

time  of  War  mFren.Uw.  j  ' 

Which  is    6,193,636  Sterl.  per  Annum. 

By  this  State  it  appears,   that  the  gres^t 
Strength  ©f  France  is  by  Land. 

In  cafe  of  a  Sea  War  with  England, 
fuppofing  the  French  are  not  attack'd  hy 
any  other  Power  by  Land,  they  will 
have  no  need  of  the  additional  Land- 
Forces.  So  in  that  Cafe,  their  whole 
Expence  by  Land  will  only  amount  to 
32,850,000  French  Livres  per  Ann.  But 
then  they  will  be  obliged  to  augmci,it 
tjieir  Fleet  to  what  it  was  the  laft  War  ; 
C  2  "viz. 
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viz.  120  Men  of  War  and  40  Gallies* 
which  will  more  than  treble  the  Sea  Ex- 
pence,  computed  above  at  31,8005000 
Livres  per  ann.   which  multiply*d  by  3, 

amounts  to  95,400,000  Livresj 

to  which  add  32,850,000 


Frenchljy rasper  ann. 12.^^2^^0,000 

Will  at  leaft  be  their  Expence,  in  cafe 
of  a  Sea- War  only  with  England  -,  which 
\s  7,193,181/.  iBs.  4.d.  Sterl.  per  ann. 

At  the  beginning  of  theiaft  Wzr^France 
had  about  300,000  Land  Forces,  120 
Men  of  War,  and  40  Galleys  well  Mann'd 
and  fitted  out ;  but  at  that  Time  they 
had  the  Revenues  of  Spain,  Naples,  Sici- 
ly, the  Mi  lane fe,  and  Flanders,  and  a  large 
7'reafure  from  the  IVefi-Indies  every 
Year,   to  pay  this  great  Expence. 

Their  Arfenals  at  that  Time,  were  well 
furnifhed  with  all  manner  of  Stores  for 
this  Fleet  for  feven  Years. 

Whereas  now  they  have  none  of  thofe 
Countries  to  help  them,  no  Treafurc 
from  the  IVefi-Indies,  nor  not  fo  much 
as  Stores  to  fit  out  their  43  Men  of 
War. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  with  all  thefc 
Helps,  they    were    fo   neceffitated    for 

Money, 
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Money,  before  the  War  had  been  car- 
ried on  3  Years,  that  they  were  obliged  to 
begin  to  raiie  Money  by  felling  their  Civil 
Employments,  and  borrowing  Money 
of  the  Corporations  in  all  the  Provinces 
of  France ;  which  two  Articles,  before 
the  End  of  the  War,  amounted  to  above 
60  Millions  Sierl,  which  are  not  repaid 
to  this  Pay. 


77je 
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^he  Force  of  Spain. 

THE  Spaniards  have  about  70,000 
Land  Forces,  Horfe  and  Foot ; 
their  Pay  is  about  one  fourth  more  than 
the  French.  They  have  few  Garrifons 
to  keep  in  repair  in  Old  Spain.  They 
have  about  "^6  large  Men  of  War  and 
12  Galleys.  They  have  neither  Mafts, 
Yards,  Pitch,  Tar,  Cordage,  Spoak,  nor 
Trennel,  except  what  they  have  from 
the  EngliJJj  Plantations  in  America,  or  at 
a  much  dearer  Rate  from  the  Baltick  ; 
from  whence  they  have  all  their  Iron  : 
So  that  now  they  are  in  a  War  with  Eng- 
land, tRey  have  great  Difficulty  to  fit 
out  the  Ships  they  have,  and  can  never 
build  any  more. 

They  have  not  Sailors  to  half  Man 
the  above  Ships,  and  thofc  they  have 
are  moft  EngVJh,  and  other  Foreign- 
ers. Their  Sea  Officers  arc  very  bad. 

As  to  their  Revenue,  it  depends  moftly 
upon  their  yearly  Treafure  from  the 
IVeft- Indies  j  which  will  be  reduced  to  in- 
confidcrable,  if  not  totally  loft  by  a 
W^r  with  England. 


It 
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It  is  difficult  to  compute  what  Num- 
ber of  Land  Forces  they  have  in  the 
If^eft'Indies,  but  'tis  pretty  well  known 
that  they  have  at  this  Time  in  the  Ifland 
of  Cuba,  Hifpaniola,  Port  St.  Auguftiney 
and  their  other  fmall  Ports  in  that  Neigh- 
bourhood, about  10,000  Men,  the  great- 
eft  Part  Foot  ,  and  about  as  many  more 
difperfed  over  the  Continent  of  America, 
particularly  in  New  Spain,  to  keep  the 
neighbouring  Indians  in  Awe,  (who  are 
very  Numerous,  but  without  ArmsJ 
and  likewife  their  Negroes. 

Their  Garrifon  of  Port  St.  Augufiine^ 
and  their  other  fmall  Forts  on  that  Side, 
cannot  fubfift  without  being  fupplied 
with  all  forts  of  Provifions  from  the 
Englijh  Plantations,  not  daring  to  ftir 
out  of  their  Garrifons  to  get  Provifions 
in  the  Inland  Country,  for  fear  of  the 
neighbouring  Indians,  who  would  over- 
power them  if  they  were  fupply*d  with 
Arms,  and  who  hate  the  Spaniards 
mortally. 

The  Inhabitants  of  Cuba  are  fo  indo- 
lent, altho*  they  have  7  Negroes  to  each 
white  Man,  that  they  are  obliged  to  buy 
from  the  Englijh  above  half  the  Provifions 
they  confume,  as  the  Spaniards  do  alfo 
in  divers  Parts  of  New  Spain. 

The 
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The  Man-      The  Ships  that  carry  thefe  Provliions 
her  in       to  the  Spaniards^  either  go  to  Jamaica 
F^'/^^^^  for  a  Freight   Home,    or  down    to  the 
cam'  on    ^^J^  ^^  Mexico^    Honduras,    Campeachy,^ 
the  contra- &c.  to  carry   on  the  contraband  Trade 
band         with    the    Spaniards,    for     Piaftres    for 
Trade  up-  f^ch  Part  of  their  Cargoes  as  they  have 
Coaft^of   "°^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^-  Augu§iine2Xid.  Cuba,   or  to 
Ne^Spaing^^  Logwood,  which  laft  they  generally 
meet  with  as  they' beat  about  the  Coaft 
of  New  Spain,  being  there  area  number 
of  EngUJ}j  Sailors,  who  go  by  threes  and 
fours  in  a  Company,  in  a  Periagua  from 
Jamaica,  to  the  fmall  Creeks  on  the  Con- 
tinent of  TVkc;  Spain,    where  they  get  into 
different  Parts   of  the  Woods,    and    cut 
as  much  Logwood  as  will   load   a  Ship ; 
then  they  put  out  Signals   in  the 'Night, 
to  give   notice  to  fuch  Engli/Jy  Ships  as 
come  that  way  in  fearch  of  Logwood^ 
who  anfwer  them  with  other  Signals,  up- 
on which  the  Sailors  from  the  Woods  go 
on  Board,  and  condud  them  to  the  Place 
•where  they  can  load  their  Ships  ;  and  af- 
ter they  have  agreed  with  the  Captains  foi* 
a  certain  Share  for  themfelves  of  the  Pro- 
fit of  the  Logwood  when  fold  in  Europe, 
they  all  aflift  in  loading  the  Ship,  and  take 
their    Paflage  in  her  back  to  Jamaica  ; 
from    whence   thofe   Ships   always  take 
their  Departure  as  if  they  loaded  there  j 
Imd  if  taken  by  the  Spaniards,  who  wait 
for  them  in  the  Gulf  between  Cuba  and 
St.   Augujline,  the  Owners  generally    in 

their 


their  Complaint  here,  as  well  as  to  the 
Spaniards  fet  forth,  that  they  received 
their  Logwood  or  Piafters  at  Jamaica^ 
in  the  fame  Manner  as  Ships  that  do 
really  take  in  their  Logwood  and  Piafters 
there. 

The  Spaniards  alledge,   as   Logwood  The  Rea- 
and    Piafters    are  the   Product  of  A'^';:^;^^'^  '"^ 
Spai}?,    and  as   the  People  of  Jamaica  J^.^^^^^  ^ 
have  them  no  other  way  but  by  a  contra-  learching 
band  Trade,  that   they    have    the    fame  theEng/i/; 
V%bt  to  flop  them  coming  from  Jamaica,  ^^'P^- 
w6e  the  Englijh  have   no  Right  to  any 
Trade  at  New  Spaiji,  except  what  comes 
by  the   annual    South  Sea  Ship,     which 
they  very  well  know  brings  all  her  Mer- 
chandize direclly  to  England  and  never 
fells  any  at  Jamaica, 

The  Spatfiards  likewlfe  obferve,  that 
if  they  were  to  let  all  Englijh  Ships  pafs 
on  pretence  of  coming  from  Jamaica, 
they  would  lofe  near  one  half  of  their  an- 
nual Treafure  that  comes  from  Ncjo  Spaiii^ 
which  every  rcafonable  Mr^n  muft  admit 
to  be  true  ;  becaufe  if  the  EngliJ}:>  were 
fufFer'd  to  pafs  that  Way  uninterrupted, 
they  would  draw  away  the  beft  half  of 
their  Spanijh  Treafure  by  the  contraband 
Trade,  in  fpite  of  all  that  could  be  done 
by  the  Spanijh  Officers  on  Shore,  as  they 
can  fell  to  the  Inhabitants  all  fuch  Com- 
modities as  they  want,  above  a  hundred 
per  Cent,  cheaper  than  they  can  have  them 
D  from 


(  26  )■ 

{rom  Old  span:,  and  above'  {i(ty  per  Cen 
cheaper  than  they  can  nave  them  from  the 
Aflient  Ships,  by  reafon  that  the  People 
of  our  Plantations  get  fuchpartof  thofe 
Commodities  as  they  want,  from  England^ 
in  barter  for  the  Commodities  of  their 
own  Country,  and  are  at  no  Charge  %i 
keeping  Fadtors  abroad,  or  paying  Sailors 
at  home,    as  the  South  Sea  Company  do. 

The  Rea-  This  is  the  true  Reafon  for  the  prefent 
fonu  .\  Difpute  which  the  Court  of  Spain  has 
Lnn^M,^"  with  us,  and  which  they  fet  on  Foot 
fcr  their  as  foon  as  they  underltood  the  Nature 
Ships  to  be  of  our  Trade  in  the  V/efi -Indies. 

fearched 

niarls  in  ^'"^^  ^^^^^  Ptetexts  on  the  Part  of  Spain 
the  Weft-  to  juftiiy  the  Captures  ihe  has  fo  often 
JnJie}.  and  fo  unjuflly  made,  are  both  falfe  and 
frivolous.  The  EngUflo  Right  to  cut 
Logwood  in  the  Bay  of  Campeachy,  pub- 
Jifhed  before  the  Treaty  of  1670,  ap- 
pears plainly  from  the  Report  of  the 
Lords  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  when 
they  were  violently  difpoffe/Ted  of  that 
Right  by  the  Spaniards^  and  the  Affair 
was  remitted  to  the  Board  of  Trade  by 
}i is  late  Majefty.  In  the  Year  1667  this 
Trade  was  by  the  then  Governor  of  Ja- 
mmca  put  under  Regulations,  fo  that  this 
Nation  had  an  undoubted  Right  to  it  by 
the  Article  of  IJli  poffidetis  m  the  Ame- 
rican Treaty.  I'he  Spaniards  fmce  the 
violent  DifpofTeffion  of  the  Englijh,  pre- 
tended indeed  a  Right  by  the  South  Sea 

Company 
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Company  owning  their  Claim  fo  far,  a^ 
to  take  a  Leafe  of  that  Trade  from  them  ; 
but  it  is  a  great  Queftion  if  the  Deed 
of  any  Company  can  deprive  the  Nati- 
on of  its  juft   Rights  and  Privileges. 

As  to  the  SpaniJIo  Pretence  of  fearch- 
ing  for  Spanifi)  Commodities,  it  is  ab- 
folutely  inconiiftent  with  pofitive  Treaties, 
which  ftipulate  the  Freedom  of  Naviga- 
tion betwixt  one  Part  of  his  Majefty's 
Dominions  and  another  ;  'and  if  the  En- 
glijh  carry  on  an  ilHcit  Trade  with  the'r 
Plantations,  it  is  the  Bufinefs  of  Spain 
to  prevent  it,  which  fhe  can  do  confift- 
ently  with  Treaties,  but  not  to  break 
thro*  all  Treaties,  in  order  to  remedy  an 
Evil  which  England  never  difputed  but 
that  fhe  might  prevent.  The  Treaty 
of  1670,  and  all  fubfequent  ones,  ftipulate 
an  Exclufion  of  all  Nations  from  trading 
with  the  SpaniJJj  Wejl  Indies  \  but  the 
Government  here  has  no  reafon  to  be 
their  Guarda  Coffas,  or  to  punifh  their 
Subjedts  for  trading  with  the  Spaniards^ 
any  more  than  the  French  are  obliged  to 
punifh  theirs  for  running  over  the  Eng- 
lijh  Wool  to  France. 

Befides,  if  the  Englifo  fuffer  thefe  Ships 
to  be  vifited  or  taken,  they  may  as 
well  give  up  all  the  Engliflj  Plantations 
to  the  Spaniards^  as  they  have  no  other 
Way  of  getting  one  Shilling  of  ready 
Money  for  their  Commodities,  but  by 
th  s  Sort  of  Trade  to  the  Coaft  of  T^eiJO 
B  «  ^pain 
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Spainiwhich.  plainly  appears  from  their  ndt 
having  one  Penny  of  Gold  or  Silver,  but 
Spanijh  Money  in  their  Country  •,  and  as 
all  the  Trade  they  have  to  England,  and 
all  the  reft  of  the  World,  befides  New 
Spain,  does  not  furnifh  them  with  the 
tenth  Part  of  their  Subfiftence. 

So  that  this  Affair  is  brought  to  this 
Dilemma,  that  the  Spaniards  muft  either 
s(Et  confiftently  with  Treaties,  or  the 
EngUJh  muft  give  up  their  Pkntati- 
ons,  and  entirely  lofe  their  Wejl  India 
Trade  -,  therefore  it  is  clear  that  this  Dif- 
pute  could  never  have  been  determined 
but  by  a  War,  by  which  Means  the 
ftrongeft  will  have  an  Opportunity  of 
making  fuch  Conquefts  as  are  neceflary 
for  fecuring  their  Trade  from  being  dif- 
turbed  for  Ages  to  come,  and  of  aug- 
menting the  fame  ;  and  the  Nature 
of  this  Difpute  appears  to  be  fuch  as 
v/ill  never  bear  being  fettled  by  a  Treaty. 

Reafonsfor  a  War  agai?ift  Spain,  tho' 
qfjifted  by  France. 

'^l"^He  next  Thing  we  are  to  confider,is 
X  the  Connexion  that  is  betwixt  irj;/f^ 
and  Spain,  who  are  both  equally  engag- 
ed in  Intereft,  cither  to  render  the  EtU 
gli/fj  Attempts  upon  New  Spain  fruitlefs, 
or  procuring  a  Peace  that  may  fecure 
them  ill  what  they  poflefs. 

But 
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But  the  French^  whatever  they  may 
pretend  from  their  being  Guaranties  of 
the  Treaty  ofUirecbt,  can  never  have  a 
juftifiable  Caufe  for  taking  Part  with 
Spain  in  this  War.  The  Treaty  of  U- 
trecht  has  been  long  broken  on  the  Part 
of  Spain,  who,  contrary  to  what  is  there- 
in ftipulated,  robb'd  and  plundered  the 
Englip  Ships  upon  the  High  Seas.  We 
very  juftly  thought  that  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht  was  thereby  violated,  and  look*d 
upon  the  Spaniards  as  the  AggrefTors, 
therefore  we  declared  War ;  but  as  the 
War  on  our  Parts  was  juftifiable,  fo  no 
Power,  I  owever  fhe  may  be  a  Guarantee, 
can  have  any  juftifiable  Pretence  for  af- 
fifting  the  Enemy  under  that  Colour.  She 
might  indeed  be  juftified  in  aflifting 
the  Englijh  to  reduce  the  Spaniards 
to  an  Obfervance  of  the  Treaty  oi  Utrecht^ 
but  every  Step  fhe  takes  in  favour  of 
Spain,  is  a  Violation  of  what  fhe  pre- 
tends to  guarantee. 

As  to  the  Pretext  drawn  from  the  Inte- 
reft  fhe  has  in  the  Spanip  Galleons,  it  is 
condemned  upon  the  very  Face  of  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht  -,  for  by  that  Treaty, 
no  Nation  in  Europe  can  have  any  Inte- 
reft  in  the  Spanijh  Trade  ;  and  the  Court 
of  France  making  that  a  Pretence,  as 
ihe  does,  for  limiting  the  Operations  of 
this  War,  is  an  evident  Breach,  both  oi 
that  Treaty,  and  her  Neutrality, 

But 
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But  as  the  Spaniards,  by  entering  into 
this  Difpute,  have  brought  a  War  up- 
on themfelves  with  England,  we  (h.  ;uld 
be  fond  of  the  Opportunity  to  fecure 
our  fVid-India  Trade,  the  Nature  of 
which  is  but  too  well  underftood  by 
Spain ',  efpecialiy  confidering  the  follow- 
ing Reafons,  whereby  we  can't  doubt  of 
Succefs  in  a  Sea  War,  even  tho*  France 
(hould  take  Part  in  their  Quarrel,  and 
then  we  (hould  engage  in  this  War  up- 
on our  ov^^n  Bottom,  without  any  Al- 
lies. 

i.  It  may  be  remembred,  tliat  the 
Jaft  War  between  Fr^^f^-  and  the  Allies, 
was  carried  on  upon  the  fole  Strength 
of  England,  altho'  we  were  then  in  a 
very  weak  Condition  after  King  IVUliam's 
War,  our  Land-forces  in  a  fad  Condition, 
as  well  as  our  Fleet,  having  no  Propor- 
tion of  Ships  or  Sea-Men,  to  what  we 
have  now,  Ireland  and  SaHland  difcoo.- 
tented,  our  Plantations  in  America  but 
poorly  inhabited,  and  not  in  a  Condition 
to  do  any  Thing  for  themfelves ;  the 
French  King  with  a  numerous  Fleet  in 
our  Seas,  and  above  thirty  Men  of  War 
in  the  JVeJi-Indies,  poflefTed  of  vaft  Do- 
minions, his  Coffers  fall  with  Money, 
his  Arfenals  with  Stores,  and  his  power- 
ful Armies  attacking  all  his  Neighbours: 
"Whereas  noAV  we  have  »bo\"e  double  the 

Number 
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Number  of  Ships  that  both  France  and 
Spain  have  together,  and  Sailors  at  will 
t.:)  man  them-,  which  will  appear  from 
the  Number  of  Merchant  Ships  at  pre- 
fint  belonging  to  England^  Ireland,  and 
our  Plantations,  which  by  a  moderate 
Computation,  amounts  to  50,000  -,  fo 
that  reckoning  6  Men  only  to  each  Ship, 
there  are  300,000  Sailors,  one  fourth 
Fart  of  which  will  more  than  luffice. 

iV.  B.  By  the  general  Computation 
colleded  from  all  the  Pv  rts  of  thefe 
Kingdoms  and  the  Plantations,  it 
is  found  that  we  have  above  100,000 
Sail  of  Merchant  Ships,  great  and 
fmall  •,  which,  admitting  that  one 
with  another,  they  carry  only  6 
Men,  makes  600,000  Sailors*,  fo  that 
we  compute  them  above,  only  ^at 
one  half. 

II.  Our  Plantations  in  America  are  at 
prefent  fo  well  peopled,  and  have  fuch  a 
Number  of  Ships  and  Sailors,  that 
they  are  both  able  and  willing  to  put 
out  40  or  50  large  Ships  of  Force  at  their 
own  Expence,  to  carry  on  this  War  a- 
gainft  the  Spaniards  in  America  ;  they 
are  likewife  fo  well  provided  with  all 
Sorts  of  Provifions,  that  they  can  furnifh 
our  Fleet  at  very  reafonable  Rates  with 
all  Neceffaries. 

They  are  in  a  Condition  likewife  to 
to  raife  as  many  Land  Forces  as  would  be 

necefiary 
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neceflary  to  make  Defcents  where  the 
Government  fhould  think  fit  to  attack 
the  Spaniards  X  "Whereas  the  Spaniards 
have  no  Force  in  the  Weft-Indies^  but 
what  may  be  entirely  deftroyed  the 
firft  Year  by  our  Men  of  War,  who  need 
ilay  but  one  Year  there,  and  leave  the 
reft  to  our  Plantations  to  do. 

Gallies  to  be  provided  by  the  Pla?!- 
tations  in  America. 

By  New  England                —  6 

Rhode  IJland              2 

New  York        — —         ^.  6 

Penfylvania             .  3 

Maryland               .  3 

Virginia -  .  6 

Nerth  Carolina     3 

South  Carolina             — —  —  i 

Jamaica         •           4 

St.  Chriftophers         2 

Antegoa                 — —  2 

Montferat                i 

Nevis                 I 

In  all—  40 


If  the  Plantations  furnifh  40  Gallies  of 
500  Men  each,  built  in  the  Nature  of 
the  French  or  SpaniJIo  Gallies,  their  Men 
exercifed  to  Arms  as  our  Foot  arc,  they 

can 
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can  eafily  make  themfolves  Matters  of 
Port  5;.  Ati^ujl'.ne  and  the  fmall  Forts 
near  it,  and  afterwards  they  will  have 
no  Difficulty  to  take  Ctib^,  Hrjpaniola^ 
and  Pcrto  Ricc^  which  will  give  us  the' 
Key  of  the  whole  Trade  of  A^'-::^  Spain^ 
that  nothing  can  go  in  or  out  without  our 
Leave.  They  will  be  able  alfo  to  ra- 
vage the  whole  CoBil  of  New  Spain  •,  but 
this  laft  we  fhall  have  no  Occafion  to 
do,  becaufe  the  People  of  New  Spain 
are  fo  tir'd  of  the  grievous  Oppreflions 
of  Old  Spain^  and  fo  fenfible  of  the  great 
Benefit  they  would  receive  by  a  diredt 
Trade  with  our  Plantations,  that  fo  foon 
as  they  found  themfelvesat  Liberty,  they 
will  chufe  their  own  Governors,  drive  out 
all  the  Old  Spaniards,  and  declare  for 
us  ;  and  our  Plantations  will  do  all  this 
.at  a  lefs  Charge  than  they  were  at  in 
furnifliing  Ships  the  laft  War;  and  they 
will  be  very  well  fatisfied  with  what  Plun- 
der they  get  for  their  Labours. 

Our  Gallies  thus  manned  'with  fuch 
brave  People  as  the  Americans  are,  will 
will  beat  5  French  or  Spanijh  Gallies  of 
equal  Number  of  Men,  becaufe  their  Gal- 
lies are  mann'd  with  Slaves,  who  are  kept 
chain*d  to  their  Oars  with.out  Arms,  and 
but  50  fighting  Men  on  board  each  Gal- 
ley. The  Weft  India  Seas  being  like  that 
of  the  Mediterranean ,  thofe  fort  of  Vef- 
fels  are  moft  proper  for  that  Service, 
m?ny  Examples  of  which  we  have  from 
E  the 
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the  Grecians  and  Romans^  who  in  all  their 
Conquefts  in  the  Mediterranean  ufed 
Gallies  of  this  fort,  exercifing  their  Men 
to  Arras,  who  row'd  or  fought  as  Occa- 
fion  requir'd,  and  could  land  at  Will. 

III.  Our  Men  of  War  being  thus  at 
Leifure  to  watch  the  Motions  of  the 
French  and  Spaniards  at  Home,  our  Peo- 
ple in  America  can  meet  with  little  or  no 
Oppofition,  fince  it  will  be  difficult 
for  the  Enemy  to  find  Means  to  fend 
Succours  to  thdr  Friends  in  the  IVejl  In- 
dies^ when  our  Fleet  are  Mailers  of  the 
Seas  at  Home  ;  and  our  Fleet  being  at 
Home  will  likewife  preferve  us  from  any 
Tit{Q,twt'=i\y^on  England  \  fo  that  let  their 
Land  Forces  be  never  fo  numerous  or 
fuperior  toours,  we  can  have  nothing  to 
apprehend  from  them  except  in  the  nar- 
row Seas  betwixt  Dcver  and  Calais., 
v/here  they  may  fhip  over  in  Calms  ; 
but  this  likewife  may  be  prevented  eafi- 
Iv,  by  building  20  fuch  Gallies  in  the 
River  7ba;nes^  mann'd  with  500  Water- 
men each,  exercifed  to  Arms  as  above. 
By  this  Method  the  Land  Forces  which 
are  on  Foot  at  prefent,  will  be  fufficient 
to  protcfft  this  Kingdom  againfl:  all  Man- 
ner of  invafions  and  Attempts  whatfo- 
ever.  The  Building,  Rigging,  and  com- 
plcatly  Equipping  one  of  thefe  Gallies, 
will  not  coft  above  :?ooo  l.Jlerl.  and  the 
Men  muiL  be  put  upon  the  fame  Foot  as 

our 
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our  Marines  were  in  the  Time  of  the 
laft  War. 

If  we  have  only  Spain  to  deal  with, 
we  fear  not  any  Defcent  from  them  ;  fo 
that  in  this  Cafe  there  will  be  no  Occafion 
for  this  lad  Expence  of  thefe  Gailies  at 
Home. 

The  Trajefb  from  Sp^ht  to  England  Is 
fo  wide  and  rough  at  Sea,  that  (he  Spa- 
niard) can  make  Ufe  of  no  fmall  Veffels 
iipon  any  fuch  Expedition,  and  our  Men 
of  War  wall  always  be  able  to  meet  with 
and  mafter  their  large  Ships.  No  Expe- 
dition for  England  can  hope  for  Succefs, 
under  30  or  40,000  regular  Troops, 
which  muft  have  500  Ships  at  leaft  to 
tranfport  them.  In  all  Expeditions  of 
this  Kind,  Troops  that  crofs  the  Seas  are 
liable  to  Sicknefs,  and  fo  many  Acci- 
dents, that  they  are  not  worth  half  that 
Number  at  their  Landing,  even  in  the 
Mediterranean^  where  they  have  a  fmooth 
Sea  and  a  bold  Shore  to  land,  which  is 
a  quite  different  Cafe  on  our  Coaft,  the 
Sea  having  always  a  great  Swell,  and 
the  Shore  generally  flat,  v/here  Boats 
cannot  land  Men  but  with  great  Diffi- 
culty, arid  where  eonfequently  great 
Numbers  muft  be  loft  in  landing  -,  there- 
fore 5000  good  Troops  on  Shore,  affift- 
ed  by  the  Militia  of  the  Country,  v/ill  al- 
ways be  able  to  defeat  an  Armament  of 
40jOOO  Men  .*  This  is  proved  by  our 
E  2  Expe- 
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Expedition    to   L.a  Hogue  laft  War,  the 
laft  Oran  Expedition    by    the  Spaniards^ 
and  the  conftant  Experience  in  fuch  Cafes. 

In  cafe  the  French  fhould  join  the 
Spciniards  agciinft  us,  and  fhould  intend 
a  Defcent  upon  Ef^gland^  'tis  natural  to 
imagi.ie,  that  it  will  be  from  the  neareft 
Land  to  England^  viz.  Dunkh'k,  Calais^ 
Bouirgfie,  ^c.  Suppofe  fuch  an  Expedi- 
tion be  intended  with  30,000  Men,  thefe 
Troops  cannot  affemble  and  be  in  Rea- 
dinefs  to  embark  under  a  Month's  Time 
at  leaft,  witnefs  the  Invaiion  in  1708, 
and  m.uft  employ  4  or  500  Sail  •,  fuch  a 
Number  of  Ships  can  never  aflemble  with- 
out our  having  timely  Notice  to  guard 
our  Coafts  by  ?ea  and  Land  ;  and  by  the 
Ufe  of  fuch  Gallies  as  are  mentioned  a- 
bove,  we  fhall  be  a' ways  able  to  prevent 
;iny  fmall  Ship  that  may  endeavour  to 
pafs  through  our  Fleet  in  Calms,  Fogs, 
i^c.  becaufe  thefe  GalHes  can  row  from 
Creek  to  Creek,  asOccafion  (hall  require, 
and  may  land  their  Men  to  join  the 
Troops  on  Shore,  and  oppofe  the  Ene- 
mies landing. 

IV.  A  War  of  this  Kind,  carried  on 
upon  our  own  Foot,  rnufi:  be  more  cer- 
tain of  Succefs  to  us,  than  if  we  had  all 
the  Princes  in  Alliance  v/ith  us,  who  were 
included  in  the  Grand  Alliance  laft  War  ; 
becaufe  as  the  chief  Force  of  France  and 
Spain  is  by  Land,   and  as  they  are  much 

fu- 
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fuperior  to  their  Neighbours  by  Land,  the 
entering  into  Engagements  with  foreign 
Princes  or  States  muft  always  be  of  dan- 
gerous  Confequence   to    England,     upon 
whom  the  whole  Expence  of  the   War 
may  be  laid.    This  is  fully  proved  by  King 
JVilHam*s  and  Queen  Anjt's  Wars,  which 
were  the   Occafion   of  the  great  publick 
Debt  which  has  diftrefs'd  us  ever  fince  ; 
and  all  this  for  fecuring  and  encreafing  the 
Dominions  of  our  Allies,  being  fo  difin- 
terefted  ourfclves,  as  to  be  content  with 
the  Glory  of  defending  and  encreafing  their 
Power  and  Wealth ;  and  it  is  evident  that 
this    Nation   has   been   always    fuccefsful 
when  they  have  waged  War  againft  France 
and  Spain  upon  their  ovvn  Foot  to  defend 
their  own  Dominions,  and  to  conquer  for 
themfelves,  as  in  the  Time  of  the  Ed- 
"iVnrds,  the  Henrys,  and  Queen  Elizabeth. 

We  are  no  fooner  engaged  in  foreign 
Alliances,  than  we  are  obliged  to  advance 
great  Sums  of  Money  to  be  expended  in 
foreign  Countries,  to  furnifh  great  Num- 
ber of  Troops,  to  keep  vaft  Numbers  of 
Tranfport  Ships  continually  in  our  Service 
at  a  great  Expence,  and  all  to  defend  the 
Dominions  of  our  Allies  ;  and  if  we  are 
fuccefsful,  theConquelts  are  for  them :  We 
are  likewife  obliged,  in  order  to  confult 
their  Interefts,  to  ncgledl  thofe  Conquefts 
that  would  be  of  ufe  to  England^  as  in  the 
laft  War  we  laid  afide  attacking  the  Spa- 
nijh  JVeji  Indies^  in  Complaifance  to  the 

Em- 
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Emperor,  who  reprefented  to  us  at  that 
Time,  that  fuch  an  Attempt  would  ali- 
enate the  Minds  of  the  SpaniJJj  Nation 
from  him. 

For  thefe  Reafons  a  War  upon  our  own 
Foot  cannot  coft  us  one  fourth  Part  of  the 
Money,  which  we  are  obliged  to  fpend  in 
a  foreign  War,  where  we  tie  ourfelves 
to  Engagements  with  feveral  Princes  in 
Alliance  with  us. 

V.  In  the  prefent  Cz^t  France  and  Spain 
have  no  Pretence  to  attack  their  Neigh- 
bours, if  not  in  Alliance  with  us ;  but  if 
they  do,  thofe  Princes  will  better  exert 
themfelves  in  their  own  Defence,  when 
they  fee  that  they  can  have  no  Profpe(5t 
of  Afliftance  from  us  ;  witnefs  what  the 
Emperor  did  in  the  laft  War  with  France: 
Whereas,  on  the  other  hand,  if  they  find 
they  can  engage  us  in  their  Quarrels,  they 
9  think,   very   wifely   for   themfelves,    and 

leave  the  Burthen  of  the  War  on  us,  as 
Principals,  by  which  our  Tfeafures  are  ex- 
haufted  in  paying  their  Troops  (as  they 
will  always  pretend  Poverty  fo  long  as  we 
are  the  Dupes  to  find  Supplies  for  them) 
while  they  themfelves  confult  their  own 
private  Intereit,  exclufive  of  that  of  the 
Alliance  in  general ;  witnefs  the  clandef- 
tine  Trade  which  the  Dutch  carried  on 
with  the  Enemy  during  the  laft  War,  by 
which  Trade  the  French  were  able  to  fit 
out  their  Fleets,  having  no  Stores  of  their 

own^ 
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own,  as  their  Admirals  have  fince  own'd, 
and  as  appears  from  what  has  been  men- 
tion'd  above. 

VI.  In  a  War  upon  our  own  Foot,  our 

Trade  can  no  ways  fufFer,  having  only 
our  own  Affairs  to  mind,  and  our  own  In- 
terefts  to  defend ;  by  which  Means  we 
{hall  always  have  Men  of  War  fufficient 
to  convoy  our  Merchant-Ships,  and  to 
fpare.  Neither  can  the  Lofs  of  our  Trade 
with  Old  Spain  during  the  War  be  of  any 
Prejudice  to  us,  if  duly  confider'd;  be- 
caufe  when  once  their  Treafures  eoming 
from  New  Spain  are  obftruded,  and  we 
defift  from  buying  their  Wines,  they 
will  not  be  in  any  Condition  to  buy  any 
Merchandize  from  us  •,  and  if  our  trading 
People  in  the  f^e/I:  Indies  do  not  during 
the  War  draw  off  the  greateft  part  of  their 
Treafure  by  a  clandeftine  Trade,  as  they 
did  the  laft  War,  it  will  remain  in  the 
PFeJi  Indies^  and  muft  fall  into  our  Hands 
at  the  End  of  the  War,  which  will  fully 
make  us  amends  for  the  fhort  Time  that 
Trade  will  be  interrupted  by  this  War. 

It  will  be  well  remembered,  before  the 
End  of  the  laft  War,  when  the  coming 
home  of  the  Galeons  was  entirely  obftrud- 
cd,  and  our  Ships  had  beat  the  French 
and  Spaniards  from  the  Coafts  of  New 
Spain^  then  our  Merchant  Ships  went  fe- 
-curely  into  the  Bays  upon  the  Coafts  of 
New  Spain^  the  Inhabitants  bought  our 

Mer- 


(40  ) 
Merchandize  in  the  fame  Manner  as  they 
wou'd  have  done  in  Time  of  a  profound 
Peace,  and  as  if  we  had  had  a  free  Liberty  of 
Trade  with  them,  by  which  our  Plantati- 
ons in  America  drew  the  greateft  Part  of  the 
Trcafure  from  Ne-u;  Spain,  which  will  be 
the  Cafe  now.  And  as  for  our  Trade  with 
France,  it  would  be  well  for  us  that  we 
had  no  Trade  with  them,  fince  the  Ba- 
lance of  our  Trade  with  them  is  greatly 
againft  us,  and  every  Year  growing  worfe. 
As  we  are  fo  much  fuperior  by  Sea  to  both 
thefe  Nations,  it  would  be  happy  for  us 
that  France  would  joia  in  this  War  with 
the  Spaniards. 

Since  it  would  give  us  very  proper  Oc- 
cafions  to  deftroy  thofe  great  Branches  of 
Trade  they  have  got  into  fince  the  lad 
War,  and  do  now  too  much  out-do  us 
in;  viz. 

The  Fifhery  in  Newfoundland^ 
The  Sugar  Trade, 
The  Negroe  Trade,  and 
The  Lev  a  fit  Trade. 

And  likewife  we  {hou'd  be  able  to  pof- 
fefs  ourfelves  of  their  Settlements  in  Neiv- 
foundlandy  Mijiffippi  and  Hi/paniola,  and 
render  them  incapable  of  pretending  to 
cope  with  us  in  Trade. 

N.  B.  There  is  a  very  neceflary  Re- 
mark to  be  made  here ;  That  if  wc  fuffcr 

France 
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France  to  continue  twenty  Years  longer 
in  Peace,  they  will  unavoidably,  in  the 
fame  Manner,  ileal  into  the  greateft  part 
of  the  Trade  which  the  Englijh  are  now  in 
pofTeflion  of-,  but  if  France^  from  an 
Apprehenfion  of  loling  thofe  valuable 
Branches  of  Trade  which  they  have  in- 
fenfibly  dipt  into  during  the  long  Peace, 
fhou*d  avoid  joining  with  the  Spaniards  a- 
gainft  us,  we  fhall  more  eafily  conquer 
the  Spaniards^  and  be  in  Readinefs  to  call 
France  to  account  in  a  proper  Time. 

What  gives  us  the  greater  Certainty  of 
Succefs  in  this  War,  is,  the  great  Strength 
and  vaft  Trade  our  Plantations  in  America 
have  acquir'd  (ince  the  laft  War :  The 
Province  of  New  England  alone  employs 
above  15,000  Sailors,  and  build  vaft 
Numbers  of  large  Ships,  which  they  load 
with  Mails,  Yards,  Pitch,  Tar,  Cordage, 
Spoke  and  Trennel,  and  fend  to  the  Ports 
of  Spain^  France,  and  Italy,  where  they 
fell  Ship  and  Cargo  at  a  very  great  Profit  \ 
fo  that  at  prefent  three  fourths  of  the 
French  Merchant  Ships  have  been  bought 
from  the  Englijh  Plantations  in  America. 
New  Tcrk,  Penfdvania,  Maryland,  Vir- 
ginia,  and  Carolina  deal  in  the  famfe 
Manner,  and  employ  a  great  Number  of 
Sailors,  tho*  not  fo  many  in  proportion  as 
New  England, 

All  thofe  Colonics  will  be  glad  to  em- 
ploy their  whole  Force  againtt  the  Spa- 
F  niards 
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niards  in  the  H^ejt  Indies^  provided  pro- 
per Encouragement  be  given  them. 

If  it  fhou'd  be  thought  advifeable  to 
fend  Troops  from  England  to  aflift  our 
Plantations,  they  may  be  landed  at  New 
Tork^  and  well  refrefhed  there,  which  may 
be  made  the  general  Rendezvous  of  all  the 
American  Troops  to  join  them :  Our  Plan- 
tations can  eafily  furnifh  Tranfports  for 
this  Expedition  with  all  neceflary  Pro\'>- 
lions,  which  are  very  cheap  and  in  great 
Plenty  there.  At  NewTork  they  may  all 
embark  for  yamaka^  from  whence  we 
lliou'd  make  a  Defcent  upon  Cuba^  which 
we  can  do  from  Jamaica  in  12  Hours, 
and  from  whence  we  can  fupply  oui*. 
Troops  in  Cuba  from  time  to  time  with 
all  manner  of  warlike  Stores  and  Pro- 
vifions. 

The  Conqueft  of  this  Place,  as  well  as 
any  other  Part  of  New  Spain,  will  not  be 
thought  fo  difficult,  when  it  is  confider'd 
that  the  Slaves  in  Cuba  are  feven  in  num-* 
ber  to  every  white  Man  (as  they  are  all 
over  the  SpaniJJj  Wefi  Indies)  who  will 
readily  come  over  to  us  upon  Promife  of 
Freedom  ;  and  that  in  all  other  Parts  the 
neighbouring  Indians,  as  well  as  their 
Slaves,  will  always  be  ready  to  join  with 
us,  if  we  fupply  the  Indians  with  Arms, 
aad  promife  the  Slaves  their  Liberty. 

>- 
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Jamaica,  Barhadoes,  and  the  Leeward 
IJlands,  being  almoft  wore  out  and  in  great 
Decay,  will  likewife  be  very  glad  to  em- 
ploy all  their  Force  to  conquer  Cuha,  Hi" 
jfpaniola,  and  Porto  Rico,  in  order  to  get 
Settlements  in  thofe  Iflands,  which  will  be 
much  more  beneficial  to  them. 

If  at  any  Time  it  is  thought  neccflary 
to  employ  Horfe  in  thofe  Expeditions, 
we  need  only  fend  the  Men  from  England, 
and  mount  them  in  ew  England  ,  where 
good  Horfe  are  in  great  Numbers  and  ve- 
ry cheap. 

The  Conquell  of  Cuba  has  been  thought 
difficult,  ever  fince  the  Mifcarriage  of  the 
Attempt  upon  Hifpaniola  in  Cromwell's 
Time ;  but  it  will  not  appear  fo,  when  it  is 
confider*d,  that  the  6000  Men  fent  thither 
by  Cromwell  had  no  other  Refource  than  to 
live  on  fait  Provifions,  during  the  long 
yoy^efromEngland  thither, whereby  they 
fuiFer*d  very  much;  and  when  they  land- 
ed, being  unacquainted  with  the  Ifland, 
they  were  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  fuch 
Guides  as  they  found,  who  proved  to  be 
fent  in  their  Way  by  the  Enemy,  and 
who  deceiving  them,  laid  them  under  the 
Cannon  of  their  Fortrcffes,  where  being 
repulfed  they  loft  all  Courage,  whtn  they 
confider*d  they  had  no  Place  of  Refuge 
till  they  return*d  to  England  j  which  can- 
not be  oui*  Cafe  at  prefent,  becaufe  we 
have  goo4  Places  of  Refuge  for  our 
F  a  Ti'oopu 


(  44) 
Troops  in  cafe  of  Accidents,  from  whence 
they  can  always  be  fuppiied  with  Rein- 
forcements and  frefh  Provifions  as  Occa- 
fion  Ihall  require,  which  will  very  much 
contribute  to  ♦•heir  Health,  and  fupport 
their  Courage  to  fucceed  in  their  Under- 
taking ;  we  have  alfo  People  to  condud: 
them,  who  know  the  Country  as  well  as 
the  Spaniards  themfelves,  and  are  perfe(5l- 
ly  well  acquainted  with  the  Force  of  the 
Enemy. 

VIII.  This  War  may  be  carried  on 
for  a  very  inconfiderable  Sum,  in  refpe(ft 
of  what  the  laft  War  coft  us,  and  by  the 
Certainty  of  our  Succefs  can  be  of  no  long 
Duration,  becaufe  the  Spaniards  m  the 
^eji  Indies  (which  is  moft  eflential  to  us) 
muft  immediately  be  deftroy'd  by  the 
Numbers  that  will  fall  upon  them  from  all 
parts  of  our  Dominions  whenever  the  War 
is  declared, the  Merchants  at  home  defiring 
nothing  more  ardently  than  an  Occafion 
to  aflift  their  Friends  in  thofe  Countries 
both  with  Ships  and  Money,  and  defire 
no  other  Recompenfe  than  the  Plunder 
they  may  get,  and  the  future  Security  of 
their  Trade. 

•  ■. ■■«  ^*'  • 

Provided  always,  that  our  Men  of  War 
may  not  have  a  Power  to  hinder  our  Mer- 
chant Ships  from  cruifing  upon  the  Ene- 
my, as  they  had  in  the  laft  War,  which 
much  difcouraged  our  Plantations  from 
?^ir.i;j  fit- 
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fitting  out  the  Ships,  which  otheiwile  they 
wou'd  have  done. 

As  the  Nation  in  general  defire  nothing 
jnore  than  this  War  to  revenge  themfelves 
of  the  Spaniards  for  their  Depredations 
gnd  Cruelties  for  many  Years  laft  paft, 
and  to  fecure  their  Trade  for  the  future; 
there  will  be  no  Difficulty  in  raifing  the 
neceflary  Supplies,  or  in  borrowing  what 
Money  may  be  wanted  upon  any  Emer- 
gency j  more  efpecially  as  our  Stocks 
in  the  City,  which  will  naturally  fall  a  litr 
tie  at  firft,  muft  as  certainly  foon  rife  a- 
gain,  wheiithey  Xee  •Qir  wh^  Trade  pro- 
tected by«^g|jff  Superiority  at-^'Sea,  and  by 
ftrong  Cona^)j^  t^  all  Ftttsi  and  the  firft 
Succefs  will  veirw  ngiuch.fa'ife  the  Spirits  of 
the  People,  and  ci^tjj^quently  keep  up  the 
Credit  of  our  publick  Funds. 

We  muft  likewife  obferve,  that  the  Cafe 
being  as  above,  that  the  whole  Nation  in 
general  cry  out  for  this  War,  and  that  it 
is  enter'd  into  intirely  for  the  Security 
of  our  Trade,  and  the  Advantage  of  all 
the  Subje^s  of  England,  the  moft  difaf- 
fedted  Perfon  in  the  Kingdom  cannot  be 
fo  void  of  Thought  or  Reafon  as  to  enter 
into  any  Sheme  or  Plot  for  the  Pretender, 
in  order  to  make  a  Diverfion  at  fuch  a 
Time  in  favour  of  France  or  Spain,  againft 
whom  the  whole  Nation  is  fo  much  exaf- 
perated,  which  can  only  tend  to  our  Suc- 
cefs 
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cefs  in  this  popular  Undertaking  :  So  that 
if  It  IS  poffible  that  there  is  fuch  a  Creature 
m  the  Kingdom,  who  can  have  fuch  a 
Thought,  he  muft  keep  it  to  himfelf,  o- 
therwife  he  wilj  certainly  run  the  Rifque 
of  being  ftoned  by  his  next  Neighbours. 
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w^;^  APPENDIX:  Containing  a 
View  of  thofe  Countries  of  the 
Spanifh  Weft  Indies  that  will  pro- 
bably  he  the  Seat  of  the  prefent 
War. 


TH  E  natural  born  Spaniards^  are  fole- 
ly  vefted  with  Command    through- 
out all  the  Spanijh  Indies  -y  they  only  enjoy 
Pofts  of  Honour,  Profit  and  Trufl  j  and  this 
it  is  which  occafions  thofe  Draughts  which 
have  fo  drain *d  and  weaken'd  their  Domini- 
ons in  Europe  j  for  putting  no  Confidence  e- 
ven  in  the  very  firfl  Generation  of  their  De- 
fccndants,    and    abfolutely    prohibiting    all 
Strangers  from  going  thither  in  their  Service, 
a  ncceffity  follows  of  fending  thither  continu- 
ally large  Supplies,  that  they  may  be  ftill  in 
a  Condition  to  hold  the  Reins  with  equal 
Titenefs.    This  Form  of  Government  creates 
an  irreconcileable   Antipathy   between    the 

Euro- 
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European  Spaniards  and  the  Criolio'Sy  i.  e. 
thofc  born  of  SpaniJJj  Parents  in  the  Wejl 
Indies,  Thefe  latter  fee,  with  Indignation, 
themfelves  equally  (hut  out  from  all  con- 
fiderable  Preferment  either  in  Church  or 
State  J  the  moft  palpable  Partiality  fhewii 
in  all  judicial  Deciiions  between  them  and 
Spajiiards  j  and,  in  a  word,  the  whole  Poli- 
cy of  their  Governors  bent  to  diflrefs  ^nd  to 
deje(5t  them.  The  Spaniards,  on  the  other 
hand,  no  ways  ignorant  of  their  Sentiments, 
and  moreover  continually  jealous  of  their 
defire  to  throw  off  the  SpaniJJj  Yoke,  en- 
tirely exert  their  utmofl  Arts  to  enfeeble 
and  enllave  them  :  They  difcourage,  as  far  aS 
they  are  able,  all  forts  of  Manufactures, 
of  which  being  unprovided,  they  muft  of 
courfe  purchafe  fuch  as  are  fent  from  Spain  5 
they  alfo  endeavour  to  hinder  Plantations 
(except  Eftantions  or  Beef  Farms)  that  tliey 
may  not  have  it  in  their  Power  to  pollefs  rich 
and  improved  Settlements ;  the  Caufe  why 
thofe  noble  Countries  are  fo  little  cultivated  -, 
and  laftly,  they  make  it  their  Aim  to  encreafe 
Luxury,  Idlenefs,  and  Pulillanimity  amongfi 
them,  that  they  more  cafily  may  be  kept  in 
Obedience  :  Whence  it  apparently  follovfs, 
Buccaneers,  and  fuch  like,  in  fmall  Num- 
bers are  able  to  do  the  utmoft  Mifchief, 
And  thus  throughout  all  thefe  vaft  rich  and 
noble   Provinces,    the  Inhabitants  Teem  in- 
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fpired  with  a  Spirit  of  Dificnfion,  which 
renders  them  continually  refllefs  and  un- 
eafy,  making  almoft  ufelefs  thofe  Bleffings 
indulgent  Providence  has  conferr'd  upon 
them. 

As  to  the  Religion  of  the  SpaiuJJ:>  A- 
mericans^  it  is  univerfally  Popifli  j  and  if 
there  be  any  degree  in  Bigottry  amongil 
them,  it  is  among  the  Natives,  who  almoft 
adore  the  Prieftsj  and  are  feverely  fleec'd 
by  them,  paying  them  out  of  all  they  have 
mi^ch^more  than  the  Tythe.  Amongft  the 
Clergy,  there  are  great  Divifions,  occafi- 
oned  chiefly  by  the  national  Quarrels  be- 
tween the  Criolo's  and  the  Spaniards,  which 
fubfifted  long,  and  feem  rather  to  encreafe 
than  diminiili ;  the  feveral  Orders  of  Friars, 
as  in  Eur  ope  J  are  exceedingly  jealous  of  one 
another,  tho'  they  all  find  Ways  to  gain  fo 
much  upon  the  Minds  of  the  People,  that 
there  is  not  perhaps  in  the  World  finer  and 
more  coftly  Monafteries  and  Religious  Houfes 
th^n  are  here  J  the  Power,  Riches,  and  Gran- 
deur of  the  Church,  rifing  no  where  higher. 

The  Inhabitants  of  Spanijh  America  are, 
[l.]  Natural  born  Spaniards.  [2.]  Oio' 
Hans,  of  SpaniJJi  Parents  born  in  America. 
[3.]  Mcjieze,  born  oi Indian  ^ndSpaniJI:>  Pa- 
rents. [4.]  Indians,  properly  Natives.  [5.] 
G  AV. 
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Negro's  brought  hither  from  Africk.  As  for 
the  Spaniards^  they  differ  little  from  thofe 
in  Etrrope^  e.\cept  they  are  more  high  and 
lofty  than  in  Spain  -,  as  they  are  Lords  here, 
poilCillng  every  Thing,  and  living  on  the 
Labour  of  others.  The  Cricls  fall  not  a  bit 
fhort  of  them  in  Vanity  and  Haughtinefs ; 
but,  as  I  have  faid,  are  kept  much  under,  ne- 
ver allow'd  any  confiderable  Preferment,  and 
are  even  vi'orfe  uf-d  than  the  Indians  them- 
felvTs  ;  they  aie  ignorant,  lazy  and  pufiilani- 
mous  in  general,  tho'  here  and  there,  efpe- 
cially  amongft  the  Churchmen,  fome  deferve 
a  better  Charadler.  The  Indians  are  a  fimple, 
well  natur'd,  induflrious  People, much  leiTen'd 
in  their  Numbers  by  the  exceifive  Cruelty 
us'd  at  firfb  by  their  Conquerors  j  they  are 
yet  fufhciently  preffed  by  the  Yoke  of 
Bondage,  but  where-ever  they  are  allow'd  a 
Relaxation,  they  build  convenient  Cities, 
and  foon  make  themfelves  rich  and  flourifh- 
ing.  The  Negroes  here,  as  elfewhere,  arc 
made  ufe  of  as  Slaves. 

As  to  the  Commodities  of  this  Country, 
I  fliall  fpeak  more  particularly,  under  the 
Defcription  1  fliall  give  of  its  feveral  Parts. 
In  refpe<fl  of  its  Trade,  it  is  wholly  Dome^ 
ftick,  except  what  is  carried  on  with  Spain, 
a  yearly  Ship  from  Acapulco  to  the  Eafl 
Indies,   and  the  prohibited  Commerce  they 
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ufed  to   carry  on  with  the  Englijlo.     Ths 
Spaniards  who,  as  I  have  faid,  own  no  other 
Maxim  in  their  Indian  Pohticks,  than  to  keep 
the  Americans  in  abfolute  Subjection,  are  in 
nothing  more  careful  than  what  relates  to 
Traffick  ;     having   taken   every   Precaution 
they  were  able  to  hinder  their  Intercourfe 
with  other  Nations,  both  by  heavy  Fines,  and 
fevere  Punifliments,  which  fometimes  have 
extended   even    to    Death   itfelf;    and   by 
maintaining  Veffels  of  Force  in  pay  under 
the  Name  of  Guard  du  CoJia%  in  order  to 
cruife  about  and  make  Prize  of  whatever 
Ship  they    find  within  the  limits   of  their 
Seas ;    they  likewife  fupprefs  fome,  and  care-^ 
fully  difcourage  all  Manufadures  from  be- 
ing carried  on  there  ;  tho'  for  all  that,  fome 
very  tolerable  Cloth  is  made  in  ^tto ;   for 
it  is  here,  as  in  fome  other  polite  Countries,  a 
handfome  Prefent  to  thofe  in  the  Aaminiftra- 
tion  is  a  certain  Method  to  ftrike  Juflice,  or 
at  leaft  the  Minifters  of  Juflice,  both  blind 
and  dumb.     The  Shipping  here  are  neither 
numerous  nor  convenient  %    what  there  are 
continually  pafs  to  and  fro  between  the  two 
vaft  Divifions  of  this  Empire,  which  as  they 
were   before   the  only  Parts  of  the  World 
known  to  the  Indians^  fo  they  are  now  the 
only  Places  which  have  any  Commerce  toge- 
ther under  the  Government  of  the  Spaniards  - 
But  as  all  is  of  late  fallen  under  the  Diredion 
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of  the  French^  it  is  highly  probable  they  foon 
may  be  alter'd. 

Having  thus,  in  general,  mentioned  what 
alike  concerns  all  the  Spanijh  America^  which 
from  the  morofe  Gravity  of  the  People, 
differ  as  little  in  their  Manners  as  in  Spain  ; 
v/e  fhall  now  defcend  to  a  kind  of  Geo- 
graphical Defcription  of  its  feveral  Pro- 
vinces, both  of  Peru  and  Mexico^  as  they 
lie  along  the  Coaft  North ^  and  of  the  South 
Sea  ;  in  which  we  fhall  confider  their  Extent, 
their  Soil,  their  Climate,  their  Produce,  their 
Trade,  their  Cities,  Ports  and  Towns,  with 
whatever  elfe  we  find  remarkable,  in  order 
to  the  giving  a  clear  and  diflindl  View  of  the 
Territory,  Force  and  Riches  of  the  Spaniards 
in  this  Climate. 

This  firfl  great  Province  of  the  Catholick 
King's  Dominion  here,  is  called  Mexico  or 
North-Spain^  and,  as  the  Spaniards  reckon 
tliem,  is  divided  into  Mexico,  Rivera,  Ni- 
caragua, Jucatan,  Florida,  Firginit?,  No- 
rembega,  Nova-Francia^  Corterialis,  and  E- 
Jlotilandia.  The  other  Vice-Royalty  oiPeru, 
they  divide  thus  ;  Cajiclla  Aurca,  Guinea, 
Peru  (properly  fo  called)  Brafil  and  Chili. 
I  (hall  coniider  them  as  they  lie  North  and 
South,  under  modern  Names,  and  afterwards 
mention  the  Illands. 

Florida^ 
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Florida,  is  the  Northern  Country  in  the 
Spanifi  Dominion  ;  it  lies  on  the  North  Sea, 
and  makes  one  Side  of  the  Bay  of  Mexico  ; 
the  Spaniards  coniider  it  as  a  Country  of 
vaft  Extent,  but  then  they  take  in  a  great 
deal  of  what  is  already  fettled  by  the  Eng- 
lijh  and  French  j  the  latter  had  fome  Poflefli- 
on  of  that  Part  of  it  now  in  the  Hand  of 
Spain,  but  the  Spaniards,  by  continual  Wars, 
at  laft  wearied  them  out.  The  true  Reafon. 
why  the  Spaniards  are  fo  careful  of  this  Coun- 
try, is,  becaufe  fliould  any  other  Nation 
fully  fettle  it,  they  would  have  an  open 
Road  to  the  Spanijh  Territories,  and  in  fuch 
a  Cafe,  the  Lriolians  would,  as  I  have  faid, 
make  a  very  indifferent  Defence,  The  Soil 
and  Air  of  Florida  are  both  exceedingly 
good,  and  the  Countiy  plentiful,  and  covered 
with  a  pleafant  Verdure  :  the  chief  Spanifh 
Garifon  is  that  of  St.  /iugufiin,  befidcs  which 
they  have  but  one  or  two  more,  and  thoie 
not  very  confiderable.  The  Natives  are  a^ 
ingenious,  brave  and  honeft  People,  who 
live  in  Clans,  like  the  Scots  Highlanders,  un- 
der their  Heads  or  Princes,  call'd  Caciques^ 
who  have  found  all  who  have  attempted 
to  conquer  them,  hard  Work.  Its  Com- 
modities for  Trade,  (I  mean  that  Part  in 
the  Spaniards  Hands)  are  little  befides 
Furs;  but  if  it  were  poflefTed  by  an  induftri- 
ous  People,  it  might  be  greatly  improv'd. 
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^ivira^  as  the  Spo?uards  call  it,  or  NeW 
Mexico^  is  ftill  far  from  being  difcovered  j 
fome  fuppofe  it  to  border  upon  Tartary  j  and 
it  is  reported  that  Vajquez  di  Cor  ana  do  ^  who 
went  thither  in  1540,  fawin  the  farther  Sea 
VeiTels,  which  he  took  to  be  Cathayan  or 
Chinefe.  The  Soil  here  is  good,  the  Air  and 
Climate  excellent,  the  Country  full  of  In- 
habitants :  but  becaufe  there  are  no  Mines 
there,  'tis  in  a  great  meafure  neglected  by 
the  Spaniards ;  however,  there  are  fome 
Towns.  Amonglt  thofe  of  chief  Note,  are 
Cikola,  Toto?itaa  and  Thiguez  ;  the  Riches 
of  the  Inhabitants  confilt  in  Cattle.  Near 
this  Country  (which  paiTes  under  feveral 
Names)  lies,  as  is  fuppofed,  the  Kingdom  of 
Anian^  giving  Denomination  to  the  btreights 
which  have  California  on  one  Side,  and  this 
Part  of  the  Continent  on  the  other. 

Next  in  its  Order  lies  the  Province  of 
Mexico  or  iV^w  Spain^  properly  fo  called, 
formerly  the  Seat  of  the  famous  Mexican 
Empire,  to  which  Hernando  Cortez  put  an 
End  the  13th  oi Augiijl  1521,  bytheCon- 
queft  of  Mexico  their  Capital,  and  taking 
their  laft  Emperor  ^ahuciimoc.  This  noble 
Country  is  the  Flower  of  the  Spanijh  Do- 
minion here,  abounding  with  all  Things  ne- 
celTary  for  the  Life  or  Convcniency  of  Man. 
Mexico  itfelf  is  a  large  and  magnificent  City, 
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iituated  like  Venice^  amongft  the  Waters  of 
her  famous  Lake  ;  it  is  the   Place  where  re- 
fides  the  Spanijh  Governor  for  the  Northern 
Province,  an  Archbifliop,  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, and   the  other   Offices   belonging    to 
the  Crown  of  ^pain  in  thefe  Countries.  Pro- 
per Mexico  is  divided  into  four  Parts,  viz. 
nemifteitan^  Nova  Galicia^  Mechooacan  and 
Guajiacan ;  in  the  firil  of  thcfe  lies  the  Ci- 
ty of  Mexico    itfelf,    and  the   City  De   los 
Angelos^  with   fonie  others  of  ielTer  Note.  ■ 
It  was  a  very  populous  Country  when  in  the 
Power  of  the  India?2s^  who  were  a  very  wife 
and  induilrious  People,  well  fkill'd  in  melt- 
ing and  making  Velfels  of  their  Metals,  and 
in  the  compofing  Feather-works,  the  moft 
beautiful  that   could    be    imagined.     As  it 
(lands  at  prefent  in   the   Hands  of  the  Spa- 
niards^ they  draw  from  it  immenfe Riches  j 
for  the  Mines  here,  tho'  they  do  not  contain 
as  great  a  Quantity  of  Metal  in  Proportion 
to  the  Oar,  as  thofe  in  Peru,  yet  the  Metal 
is  finer,  and  extra6ted  with  far  lefs  Trouble 
than  theirs.     Mexico  is  even   yet  populous; 
the  City  oi Angels  is  alfo  very  rich,  the  Town 
of  La   Vera  Cruz  is   the  Port  ;    and    the 
Sums  extracted  from  this  Province  are  very 
large  ;    the  Spanijh   Officers   alfo    making 
much  Money  by  their   Perquifites,  /.  e,  by 
their  Extortions.     The  Vice-Roy  alone,  not- 
withilandinghis  noble  Allowance  of  looooo 
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Ducats  per  jinnum,  fqueefing  them  to  the 
Amount  of  a  Million  ;  in  which  laudable 
Prad:ice  his  Under- Governors,  Prefidents, 
Alcades  ahd  Judges,  are  fure  to  follow  him ; 
by  which  tho'  the  poor  People  fuiFer  much, 
yet  'tis  the  pooreft  fufFer  moft.  Amongft 
thofe  that  are  of  any  Rank,  the  higheft 
Luxury  in  all  Kinds  is  vifible,  twenty  thou- 
fand  Coaches  being  kept  in  the  City  of 
Mexico  alone.  The  fine  Situation,  Fertili- 
ty of  Soil,  the  Seat  of  Government,  and 
Conveniency  of  Living,  has  attraded  hither 
fuch  a  Concourfe  of  People,  as  may  make 
it  vye  with  any  European  City,  both  for 
Populoufnefs  and  for  Splendor. 

The  Trade  of  this  Province  is  almoft  al- 
together Inland,  except  what  is  carried  year- 
ly to  Vera  Cruz,  in  order  to  be  tranfported 
to  Old  Spain,  and  what  is  fent  to  Acapulco, 
its  Port  on  the  South  Seas,  from  which  the 
famous  annual  Ship  goes  to  the  Philipines  5 
by  thefe  two  Sba-Ports  the  whole  Commerce 
of  the  Spanijh  North  America  is  fent  and 
brought  home. 

Jucatan  is  the  next  Province,  a  Penin- 
fula,  one  Side  of  which  bounds  the  famous 
Bay  of  Mexico-,  'tis  about  900  Miles  in 
Compafs,  a  fruitful  pleafant  Country,  a- 
bounding  with  Indian  Corn  o|  Maiz,  Fruits, 
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Phyfical  Shrubs  and  Herbs,  fueh  as  Sarfa- 
parilla,  &LC.  Fowls  of  all  Sorts,  and  great 
Numbers  of  Cattle,  whofe  Hides  are  the 
chief  Commodity.  It  is  divided  into  three 
Parts,  'Jucatan  proper,  Giieitatnola  and  the 
Ifland  of  Santa  Cruz.  The  moft  known 
Places  in  J  u  cat  an  are  Merida^  Campeachy, 
&c.  In  Guatamala^  much  the  richefl:  Pro- 
vince, are  St.  J  ago,  or  the  City  of  Guc^ta- 
mala,  Chiapa,  &c.  finely  built,  large  and 
well  inhabited,  both  by  Spaniards  and  ///- 
dians.  The  lad  Divifion  of  it  is  the  Ifland 
of  St.  Cruz^  fo  called  from  its  chief  City. 
The  whole  Peninfula  points  diredly  to  the 
Ifland  of  Cuba-,  and  tho'  it  furnifhes  all 
Conveniencies  of  Life,  yet  as  no  Mines  are 
found  in  it,  the  Spaniards  think  but  poorly 
of  it ;  however  it  is  populous,  and  very  full 
of  Indians. 

Honduras  is  the  Province  adjoining  to 
Jiicatan,  lying  alojig  the  North  ^^ea  ;  a  noble 
Country,  indifferently  inhabited,  tho'  rich, 
plcafant  and  fruitful ;  its  chief  Cities  are 
Valla dolid,  fituatcd  exadly  between  the  two 
.Seas,  Gr atlas  a  Dos,  near  the  Gold  Mines, 
and  the  fluiaous  City  of  TruxiUo.  Nica- 
ragua  lies  clofc  on  the  back  Side  of  //c«- 
duras,  and  extends  itfelf  in  li^c  manner  a- 
long  the  South  Sea,  as  the  other  doth  aloi>"^ 
tlie  r^orth  ;  this  is  beyond  compare  the 
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fineft  Country  of  all  Mexico,  full  of  rich 
Mines,  and  yet  fruitful  in  Corn  and  Fruits, 
which  are  fometimes  prefer'd  to  Gold.  Ad- 
jacent to  it  lies  Cojia  Rica  and  Veragua^ 
which  in  fome  Degree  refembles  it,  and  ad- 
joining the  Jjihmus  of  DarieUy  which  di- 
vides this  Country  from  Peruana  or  South 
America.  On  the  South  Sea  in  this  Ifthmus  is 
Fanama,  a  famous  City,  whither  the  Riches 
of  the  Southern  Coall  of  Mexicana  and 
Teruana  are  brought,  and  thence  tranf- 
ported  to  Forto  Bello,  on  the  other  Side  of 
the  Iflhmus,  on  the  North  Sea  ;  it  goes  on 
board  the  Galleons,  who  proceed  to  their 
Rendezvous  at  the  Havana  in  the  Ifland 
of  Cuba,  and  thence  fail  to  Old  Spain. 

We  are  now  come  to  fpeak  of  South 
America  or  Peruana,  which  is  flill  richer 
than  Mexico,  and  is  above  all  rendered  fa- 
mous for  that  immenfe  Quantity  of  Wealth 
which  Spain  has  drawn  from  her  Mines  of 
Potcji.  Lima  is  the  Seat  of  the  Vice-Roy  of 
^OMih.  America ',  who  hath  alfo  as  much 
Power,  and  acquires  yet  greater  Riches, 
than  he  of  the  Northern  Province.  We  will 
examine  this  in  the  fame  Order  we  have  done 
the  former.  The  firil  Province  then  bor- 
dering upon  the  Iflhmus,  is  the  Caftella  del 
Oro  i  or,  as  it  is  ufually  call'd  by  the  Spa^ 
niards,  Terra  Fir?na  ;    in  this,   as  we  now 

reckon 


C  59  ) 

reckon  It,   Panama  and  all  on  the  South 
Side    is  contain'd.      The   Country   is    very 
watery  and   unwholfome,  but  valuable  for 
its   Mines  of   Gold,    the  mofl  fatnous   of 
which  is  St.    Maria^    near     the    Ifthmus. 
The  chief  Place  here  is  the  celebrated  Car- 
thagena,    where  the  Galleons  from  Spain 
make   their  firft   Stay.      Guyana  lies  next, 
which  is  not  thoroughly  in  the  power  of  the 
Spaniards^  tho'    much  coveted  for  the  vail 
Quantity  of  Gold  found  here,  as  it  is  for 
ever  rendered  famous   for  the   unfortunate 
Expedition  of  Sir  Walter  Rawleigb  againll 
Fort  St.  Thomas  in  1595.     To  this  adjoins 
Peru  itfelf,   whofe  Soil   and    Climate  were 
not  to   be  boafted  of,  if  it  did   not  abound, 
as  it  doth,    with  Gold    and    Silver,   in   re- 
fped:  of  which  it  maybe   juftly  called   one 
of  the  richeft  Countries  in  the  World.     Li- 
ma   is  the  Place  of  the  Vice-P«.oy's  Reli- 
dence,  and  is  a  neat,  beautiful  and  compact 
City  5  its   Port  is  that   of  Callao,     as  the 
Port  of  Potoji,  and  its  adjacent  City  Impe- 
riah\  is  Arica^  famous  in  our  Journals  at 
Sea.     Chili    lies  next  to    the    Province  of 
Peru,  and  is  abfolutely  the   fined  Country 
and  richeft   in  all  America,  v/hether  North 
or  South  ;  the  Inhabitants  are  a  hardy,  va- 
liant and  ftubborn  People,  who  having  been 
ill  ufed  by  the  Spaniards,    drove  them   out 
of  their   Country,    kill'd    their    Governor, 
and  are    their    inveterate    Enemies  to   this 
H  a  Day  I 
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Diiy  ;  however,    the   Spaniards    have  notv 
recovcr'd  Baldiviaj    and   fome  other  Places 
on  the  Sea  Coaft.     Paraguay^  or  rather  La 
Plata,  is  at  the  Back  of  Chili,  in  which  the 
Catholick  King  hath  the  vakiable  Settlement 
of  Btiyencs  y^y?-es,  one  of  the  fineft  in  yhne- 
rica  ',  the  true  Paraguay  is  entirely   fubjed: 
to,  and  form'd  by  the  Jefuits.     Terra  Ma- 
gcUariica    is   the   lad  Spa?iiJJ:)   Settlement  I 
have  to  mention,  and,    to  fay  truth,  is   dif- 
ficult  enough  to  determine,  whether  it  be 
fettled  or  no  ;  however  they  claim  it,  and  as 
they  reckon   it  part  of  their  Poffeflions,  fo 
lliall  I.     As  to  the  Iflands  which  they  ha\'e 
under  their  Dominions,  the  moft   remark- 
able in  the  North  Sea  arc  Cuba,  in  which 
lies   the  famous   Harbour  of  Havana,  the 
largeft  and  moft  commodious  in  the  whole 
American   Territories  j     Hifpaniola,   whofe 
Capital,  St.  Domingo,   was  built  by  Colunt-' 
hus^  and   Porto  Rico  ;    all   of  coniiderable 
Bignefs,   and    of  Importance,    with   feveral 
others   of  lelTer  Note.     In    the  South  Sea, 
there  is  only    California  of  any  great  Ex- 
tent ;  and  it  is,  as  yet,    not  half  difcovered; 
however,  there  are  many  fmall  ones,   fome 
of  which  are  valuable,    in   their  Poflefiion  ; 
for  tho',  with  refped:  had  to  the  Compafs  of 
Lund,  the  Spaniards  are  few,  yet  there  are 
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ia  vaft  Number  of  them  in  America^  atld 
were  they  under  a  poUtick  Government 
there,  which  intended  the  ftrengthening  and 
extending  them,  they  would  quickly  grow 
a  more  formidable  Empire  than  ever  they  are 
now  like  to  be. 

perhaps  it  may  be  proper  to  obferve, 
that  I  have  not  fo  much  as  mentioned  either 
the  Northern  Extremities  of  America  or 
Brafil^  juftlyefleem'd  one  of  the  moft  excel- 
lent Provinces  of  this  New  World.  As  to 
the  fir  ft,  thoV  the  Spaniards  do  flill  claim 
them,  yet  as -they  are-in*  gteat  part  un- 
known,  and  as  the  greateft  Part  of  what  is 
known,  belongs  now  to  other  Nations,  they 
do  not  fall  naturally  within  the  Compafs  of 
my  Defign,  which  was  to  fpeak  only  of  the 
Dominions  of  the  Spanijh  Crown.  The 
latter  is  in  the  Hands  totally  of  the  Portu^ 
guefej  tho'  they  once  loft  a  great  part  of  it 
to  the  Dutch.  As  to  the  Extent  of  thefe 
vaft  Territories,  the  Northern  Province,  or 
Mexicana^  is  reckon'd  13000  Miles,  and 
the  Southern  or  Peruana  17000  in  Cir- 
cumference J  tho'  thefe  are  but  round  Num- 
bers, and  I  fufpe(fl  the  firft  efpecially,  is  not 
very  exadt.  As  to  the  Number  of  People, 
tho'   it    muft:  be    allowed  vaft   Multitudes 

were 
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•  were  kill'd  in  the  Conquefl  by  Pizaro  Cor- 
tez  AlmagrOy  and  other  Spanijh  Captains, 
yrt  it  may  be  eafily  proved,  that  America 
was  r.ever  populous,  tho'  the  Caufes  of  that 
Thiiinefs  are  not  fo  eafily  to  be  found  out, 
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